
 

From the Chair 
We can now hope that the Green Space Volunteers 
will be able to begin again in the park at Stage 2 of 
the opening up process, which should mean the 
first working party will gather on Thursday April 1. 
The GSVs did manage to stay on top of 
maintenance jobs and plant up the western rockery 
and Bed 38 before the most recent lockdown. It 
will be so good to resume work with fellow 
volunteers; the record numbers who turned out for 
the working parties during last year is evidence of 
how much people welcome the chance for some 
purposeful activity outdoors. We look forward to 
getting going again before the weeds start 
rampaging! 

As well as the routine tasks throughout the park 
(the garden at Pittville Gates is in need of attention 
for instance), there will be additional planting both 
at the rockery and in Bed 38. Then there will be 
further development work around the upper lake 
and possibly a start to the project to restore the 
steps in front of the Pump Room.  Meanwhile, 
Pittville History Works volunteers will keep adding 
more local information to the database as they 
have been able to do more or less uninterrupted. 

Although we have great hopes for the coming year,  
there is one area of concern - our membership 
numbers. Sadly, inevitably, we lose some members 
through the passage of time, but in the last year 
there have not been the usual opportunities of 
events and hardcopy newsletter distributions to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

remind members to renew their subscriptions or to 
recruit new people. Numbers do matter and the 
Friends have been rightly very proud of past 
membership rates; they show the level of support 
in the community for the work the volunteers do to 
keep Pittville’s green spaces special. The 
subscriptions ensure we can maintain our 
activities. This is particularly important right now 
as we have been unable to run our usual 
fundraising events. So, please, renew your 
subscription if it is late, remind friends and 
neighbours who may have let their membership 
lapse to rejoin, and try and recruit new 
members.  We need your support. The contact for 
the membership secretary is at the end of this 
newsletter.                        Judie Hodsdon 

Urban Greening Project 
By the time you read this newsletter, the Urban 
Greening Project in the park should be complete.  
Parts of the project had to be redesigned last year 
as the tenders came in above the budget. This 
required some creative thinking by the council's 
Green Space Development Team and the 
contractor. One problem was the cost of taking 
away the dredged material from the lake, and the 
solution has involved its retention within the park 
as part of the bank restoration works – an even 
more environmentally friendly solution than the 
original scheme. 
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At work in the residuum 

Bed 38 in December 



Coir rolls used to improve the banks are planted 
with flag iris and grasses before coming to site; 
these are plants which ducks are not so keen on 
eating, and the rolls are held back by wooden 
stakes. Bundles of brushwood are placed in the 
space behind the rolls and the gaps filled with the 
dredged materials.  

All the materials used are renewable except in the 
residuum, where long aluminium poles had to be 
used because of the depth. The new marginal 
planting should help reduce bank erosion, improve 
water quality, and improve wildfowl and aquatic 
habitats. It is good news that the activity does not 
seem to have bothered the kingfisher too much; it 
has been recently spotted in its usual territory. 

        Chris Archibald 

To Those We Love 
When I sit on a bench in the park, I often take a 
moment to read the dedication on the plaque 
attached to it. Perhaps you do too? Emily 
Hutchinson found that she became intrigued by 
the dedications on the benches around the west 
lake and, on her regular visits to the park, felt 
moved to sit on a different bench at every visit, just 
to read the plaque. She found herself wondering 
about the people behind the dedications, the 
stories of the loved ones named and of the family 
and friends left behind. This led her to produce a 
fascinating ebook entitled To Those We Love.  

‘I wanted to explore the people behind the plaques 
– their connection to the park, the lives they lived.’ 

 As a student of photojournalism and documentary 
photography, Emily decided to take things a step 
further. ‘I managed to make contact with a number 
of people via social media who were happy to share 
their stories. I spoke to thirteen different 
people/groups in total, and everyone I met is 
included in the book.’ The backdrop of a global 
pandemic seemed to bring an even greater 
relevance to the project. 

 

When I first heard about the project, I thought it 
might turn out to be a little depressing; ghoulish 
perhaps? Intrusive? But when I read what Emily 
had produced I was left with a warm feeling, of a 
job sensitively done, and of the words being those 
of the people themselves rather than the author.  

 ‘When I met people at the bench they had 
dedicated, I was very conscious that I should not 
lead the conversation, but rather listen and let 
them speak for themselves. I think people trusted 
me to be an intermediary for their story. Although 
I approached the project from a journalistic 
perspective, it became so much more than that, 
and allowed people to share memories of their 
loved ones with friends and strangers alike.’ 

And the book closes with some well-known lines 
from the Welsh poet, WH Davies, that begin:  

   What is this life if, full of care, 
   We have no time to stand and stare? 

What indeed? 

         Andy Hopkins 

 

 

 

Emily with a printed copy of her ebook 

The finished banks of the lake 

You can read Emily’s  ebook free of charge at: 
https://www.issuu.com/emilygracehutchins
on/docs/to_those_we_love_pages_ebook   

 

https://www.issuu.com/emilygracehutchinson/docs/to_those_we_love_pages_ebook
https://www.issuu.com/emilygracehutchinson/docs/to_those_we_love_pages_ebook


Yes – it’s a whole year! 
This is the fourth newsletter that has been a virtual 
one only – and it marks a full year of this on-off 
lockdown life.  A full year’s cycle of seasons in the 
park; a full year of the ups and downs of British 
weather from the warmth of an early summer to 
the darkness of a particularly cold winter. Here are 
some pictures that show what the park has given 
us during this difficult twelve months. 

The delights of spring; summer afternoons outside 
the Pump Room café with music and even 
distanced dancing; the cygnets parading as young 
swans in autumn; snowy days with snowmen and 

tobogganing – the park provides sights of the little 
miracles of life that have sustained us through 
these difficult times. 

 

 

 
 

And as I write this, the Prime Minister has just 
announced a possible road map to normality. He 
used the phrase ‘crocus of hope’ and if you feel that 
way about them, there’s plenty of hope in the park 
right now! 

          Andy Hopkins 

Pittville Gates paving – the 
saga continues 
Severn Trent had another attempt at restoring the 
paving they disturbed when replacing a hydrant 
cover at Pittville Gates. Unfortunately, yet again, 
they haven’t got it right. The badly-laid and 
mismatched granite setts are still there and a new 
paving slab next to the cover is too big and disrupts 
the overall pattern. Gloucestershire Highways 
agree it is not good enough. The solution might be 
to get a real expert to do the work at Severn Trent’s 
expense. Perhaps it will have improved by the time 
you read this – but don’t hold your breath! 
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Pocket-sized tours of 
Pittville and beyond – with 
PocketSights 
Brush up on your knowledge of architectural styles 
and get some fresh air and exercise at the same 
time – follow a GPS-guided walk around Pittville. 
Designed by an American software company 
wanting to be ‘a catalyst for economic growth by 
boosting tourism and driving more foot traffic into 
less populated areas’ (the latter not an issue in 
Pittville!), all you need to do is download the 
PocketSights app to your mobile phone. 

The Pittville Architectural Walking Tour is about 
an hour’s walk (without a coffee break) which takes  

 

you on a circular route and covers notable houses, 
with a brief analysis of what is special about each 
one. The walk begins and ends at Pittville Gates. I 
tested it on Pittville Circus and, to be honest, I 
cannot say it was that easy. The GPS takes a while 
to find the building and the voice option (‘text to 
speech’) is too fast. You can read the description, 
of course, so maybe have a friend with you to read 
it aloud, instead of the disembodied male. 

On the plus side, the content is fantastic, with just 
enough text and an interesting image for each of 
the buildings. The architectural research on the 
houses was carried out by Andrea Creedon, a 
member of Pittville History Works. In my test walk 
around Pittville Circus she directed me to features 
that I had never taken in and she brings the houses 
to life. 

Not only has Andrea tackled thirty-four houses in 
Pittville, but she also produced, with Alan Parker, 
a PocketSights tour of the Gustav Holst points of 
interest around Cheltenham. On the Holst tour 
there are fourteen stops plus a bonus stop (just like 
the National Lottery) to take you to All Saints 
Church. A very recent addition to the PocketSights  

 

tours is ‘Cheltenham in Antarctica’, produced for 
Friends of The Wilson, based on David Elder’s 
book, Cheltenham Heritage Walks. 

All three walks give new insight into three 
significant people with a connection to 
Cheltenham: Joseph Pitt, the founder of Pittville, 
composer Gustav Holst, and naturalist and 
Antarctic explorer Edward Wilson and his family. 

How to access the tours When you open the 
PocketSights app, it will immediately display the 
nearest tours to your location. Choose the tour you 
want; click 'Start the tour’, then tap whichever 
number on the map you would like to know more 
about or to use as your start. You have also got the 
option of changing settings. I would avoid using 
‘text to speech’ because the computerised voice 
speaks too quickly. Simply read the short captions 
instead. As you go from stop to stop you have also 
got the option of using ‘Skip’ to speed up your walk. 
Please note that you need to be within 50 feet of 
each place you want to learn about for the more 
detailed information to open. And finally, if you are 
not confident about downloading apps, you can 
follow the walks on the PocketSights website from 
the comfort of your home.  

        Fiona and Tom Clarke 
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To follow the walks on your computer, go to 
these addresses: 

https://pocketsights.com/tours/tour/-
Pittville-History-Works-Architectural-
Walking-Tour-4063  

https://pocketsights.com/tours/tour/-
Holst%27s-Cheltenham-4641 

https://pocketsights.com/tours/tour/-
Cheltenham-in-Antarctica-5093  
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