
Friends of Pittville Trustee Meeting           Tuesday 4 September 2018 6.15pm 
 
Present: Judie Hodson (JH), Fiona Clarke (FC), Paul Benfield (PB), Gloria Jones (GJ), Chris 
Archibald (CA), Andy Hopkins (AH), Philippa Howell (PH), Sandy Marshall (SM), David 
Richards (DR), Hilary Simpson (HS), John Payne (JP), Adrian Allen (monitoring), Jocelyn 
Potter (minute-taker) 
 
1 Apologies 
Henry Williams (HW), Dennis Parsons (DP), Jo Stafford (JS) 
 
2 Minutes of last meeting, 5 July 2018 
Amendments were made – the addition of a list of people present, and a change to 11.5 – 
and the minutes were accepted as a true record. 
 
3 Matters arising 
3.7.1/3.7.3: HP has made three lightweight A-boards with information about Green Space 
Volunteers, but which can also be used for other purposes. JH will send a photograph of one 
to HS.  
Action: JH 
FC is waiting for the wording for business cards from HW.  
Action: HW 
The list of achievements, which needs adding to, will be publicised at the AGM.  
Action: JH and FC 
JH and CA will draw up an initial wish list of improvements to the park for others to add to. 
Action: JH and CA  
3.7.5: FC has looked at templates for a communications strategy, but developing a strategy 
will be a huge task.  
Action: FC 
3.11.2: JH reported that five Trustees visited the Pittville Student Village and admired the 
facilities. Rooms offered to FOP would be more useful for groups meeting during the day. 
PH pointed out that the cafe and shop are open to the public, and art can be viewed. Staff 
have received newsletters and Green Space worksheets, and are more likely than students 
to volunteer in the park. Future newsletters should be addressed to Tom Skinner. 
 
4 Finance/budget and online payments progress 
PB referred to his pre-circulated report, showing healthy finances. CA will contact Malcolm 
Walls (MW) or Adam Reynolds (AR) about the invoice for plans for improvement projects. 
CA will also apply for the £1000 Community Pride grant in November. It was agreed that 
although many members choose to pay their membership fees by cheque, FOP should be 
able to take card payments, not least if the charity wants to attract younger people. PB will 
investigate payments via Paypal for October 2019, so that the membership form being sent 
out imminently doesn’t need to be changed.  
Action: CA and PB 
 
5 Pittville Pump Room 
HS reported that there would be another meeting of the action group (PRAG) the following 
day, but that there has been little change at the Pump Room except an increase in volunteer 
hours. PRAG are collecting data based on daily monitoring of the Pump Room over two 



months and will produce a report on the visitor experience for The Cheltenham Trust. Water 
is, for example, only intermittently available. JH thanked the action group for their efforts. 
JP pointed out that 20-25 students seem to be parking in the Pump Room car park, and 
Cheltenham Borough Council are considering parking charges. The new intake of students 
will be made aware of the penalties for breaking their tenancy agreement, which doesn’t 
allow them to bring cars.  
CA offered the use of two of the Green Space Volunteers’ A-boards (until dedicated ones are 
ready) to announce that the Pump Room is open. HS will raise this at a Trust meeting, 
although their usefulness will depend on volunteers actually putting the boards out.  
Action: HS 
 
6 Annual General Meeting, 30 October 
FC reported that the speaker would like to visit the school beforehand to check equipment; 
she will suggest dates to GJ, who will arrange a visit. Display boards with clips will be 
needed. The master plan will be displayed so that people attending can suggest other 
improvements.  
Action: GJ  
PB is away from 28 September until  13 October, so will talk to Joe Mar about the accounts 
before he goes. The accounts and other documents will be on the website, with a few copies 
available on the night. PB will project a copy of the accounts from his laptop, so will need to 
check that the school has compatible projection facilities.  
Action: PB 
 
7 Trustees etc for 2018/2019 and skills audit response 
Discussion of suitable trustees was postponed until the next meeting so that JH can 
ascertain several people’s intentions.  
Action: JH 
Thanking HS for devising it, JH distributed a summary of the skills audit, which is very 
positive, and suggested that people volunteer for tasks matching their skills. Twitter use 
amongst trustees is, however, zero. AH will inform himself with a view to opening a FOP 
Twitter account, which it was suggested might be useful for major campaigns and to reach 
younger people.  
Action: AH 
AH suggested that there be a central place for the generation of news for all media, since 
stories are being written separately for the website, newsletter etc. He also pointed out that 
if a publishing program is needed, it should perhaps be bought by FOP. HS said that there is 
a question of whether to continue with WordPress for the website.  
 
8 Pittville History Works 
HS reported that the next meeting will be on 10 September. An outing to The Wilson to see 
the memorial painting revealed that the museum holds letters from the same family and 
will allow the group to link electronically to some of them. The History Works website has 
been selected for inclusion on the UK Web Archive, hosted by the British Library. This is 
accessible to the public, so the content will be available even if the group dissolves. 
 
9 Newsletter and new printer 
AH thanked trustees for submissions and reported that the newsletter is near completion, 
with space only for small snippets in the next few days. CA will supply a photograph of the 



Paint Festival. AH pointed out that articles are always received from the same people; he 
invited others to contribute and asked if articles should be commissioned.  
Action: CA 
The new printer is Colour Company on the Tewkesbury Road. GJ will ask the company to 
invoice PB by the end of September. FC will send a pdf of the membership form to AH so 
that it is submitted to the printers with the newsletter.  
Action: GJ and FC 
 
10 Projects 
10.1 Learning in the park: CA reported that twenty-five worksheets will soon be on the 
website, and the project is almost ready for its launch. He thanked AH for formatting the 
worksheets, HS for putting them on the website, and everyone else who helped. He will 
send a letter to school heads; investigate how to put the sheets on  Schoolsnet; write an 
article for the newsletter, and publicise the sheets via Facebook. He hopes that the launch 
will generate feedback from schools. He will discuss launch ideas with FC and JH. 
Action: CA, FC and JH  
10.2: Park ‘masterplan’: JH reported that there had been a site meeting with AR and 
landscape designer Linda Thomas to discuss changes to the two rockery sites. AR will 
arrange for a contractor to remove the stones from the lake and store them before placing 
them. Work will begin on the area nearer to the play area at the end of October or early 
November.  
JH reported that a set of boards with the plans on them are now available and can be used 
at the AGM. They were exhibited near the play area in the park on 2 September for 
comments by passers-by; ninety or more people viewed the plans and comments were 
almost all positive. There was some concern about tree-felling, but the felling will help 
other, nicer trees and the Tree Officer is supportive. JH thanked everyone involved in the 
exhibition (which had proved reasonably easy to set up). She assured DR that any costs for 
FOP should be covered by running the car park during the racing  
MW is obtaining costs for some replanting near the Gates.  
CA suggested that at a cost of about £2000, a new double noticeboard for community 
notices could be acquired and positioned more centrally. MW seems willing to cover the 
cost.   
 
11 Past events 
11.1 CHS Summer Show: JH thanked the volunteers who manned the stall. DR said that FOP 
will be invited to the Spring Show, on 24 March 2019. 
 
12 Forthcoming events 
12.1 Heritage Open Days, 14 and 16 September: HS reported that both sessions are full.  
12.2 Pittville Park Tree Walk, 27 September: FC reported that this is also fully booked, with 
a waiting list. Chris Chavasse (CC) has sent her the route for a new tree walk, by a Chinese 
postgraduate student, which FC will edit. There was discussion of the usefulness of labelling 
trees; some are labelled, but CC is resistant to more labels. FC suggested that FOP could 
offer to pay for labels. 
Action: FC 
12.3 Albemarle Gate car parking, November: HW will organise this – but needs help with an 
email call for volunteers – and CA will help on the day.  
 



13 Any other business 
13.1 East India Cafe: JH reported that the company has contacted FOP about its new 
venture, the Memsahib Gin and Tea Bar. FOP has benefited in the past from the company’s 
support and the company wants to continue the connection. FOP is supporting its 
crowdfunding campaign.  
13.2 Allotments: PH reported that two allotments will soon be available in Windsor Street;  
she would like to hear from people willing to take them over. 
13.3 Planting and gravel around the new toilet facility: PB asked if there are plans for 
planting. CA said that a new landscaping scheme will be implemented in November. He will 
also talk to MW about the difficulty of manouevring pushchairs over the temporary gravel, 
raised by JH.   
Action: CA 
13.4 Adventure playground facility by the large lake: PB pointed out that the wood is 
rotting and potentially dangerous to young children. CA will discuss this with MW, with a 
view to replacing it.  
Action: CA 
13.5 New GCC street parking scheme on Evesham Road: JP pointed out that when it is 
implemented, probably by the end of the year, it may cause cars to migrate to the Pump 
Room car park. CA said that it will also have an effect on the Albemarle Road car park, which 
is already full of commuters. JP isn’t sure whether the damaged traffic calming feature will 
be removed.  
13.6 Cedar of Lebanon: Although outside the park, and the property of Gloucester Council 
Highways, this is an important feature in the landscape of the west side of the park. CA 
reported that GCC wish to fell the tree, which is undermining houses in Albemarle Gate, on 
12 September, whereas the roots could be trimmed and a barrier put in to save the tree. JP 
will check whether in fact root-trimming rather than felling is planned, and will approach CC 
and the Chair of Gloucestershire gardens and Landscape Trust as advocates for the tree.  
Action: JP 
 
14 Date of next meeting  
23 October 2018 
 
The meeting ended at 7.55pm. 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 


