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The aim of Friends of Pittville is to promote greater community involvement in the
enjoyment, protection, future restoration and renewal of Pittville Park and Estate.
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A note from our Chair

Hello everyone, and welcome to those of you for
whom this is your first newsletter.

I am happy to report that our preparations for a
new five-year project plan are well underway. In
the very near future, we will be issuing you with a
link to a member’s consultation survey. This will be
inviting you to help us to order our priorities on the
list of longer-term projects we are planning to
tackle. It will also offer you the chance to suggest
ideas for the trustees to consider including as
future activities.

This new strategic plan will be presented at or
before this year’s AGM in October (date TBA). It
will guide how we allocate the funds we have
already raised with your support, as well as those
we plan to raise in order to deliver our priorities.

Since the March issue we have held two successful
fundraising events and this issue reports on how
they went, for those of you who weren’t able to
attend. You will also see details of the free summer
Sunday afternoon bandstand concerts we are
holding as well as other events for the coming
months. I hope you are looking forward to joining
us in enjoying them.

Thank you for your continued support.

John Holloway
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May Plant Sale

The Friends of Pittville Plant Sale was held on
Sunday 2 May. As well as our own table, there were
stalls from Cheltenham Horticultural Society,
Malcolm Allison Plants and Steve Green
Succulents. We are grateful to them and also to
Gotherington Nurseries, who supplied us with a
large quantity of bedding plants. Oggy Boytchev
was on hand to talk about and sell his latest spy
thriller, The Istanbul Connection, and a range of
prizes was available on the tombola stall.

Thanks to all the volunteers who helped with
preparation and on the day. Between us we raised
£808, to be used towards projects in the park.

Andy Hopkins
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Green Space Volunteers

We have had a great turnout during the last quarter
with very few damp days and our numbers
averaging around 20.

Forging new paths

In addition to the usual weeding, pruning, tidying
and litter picking, we were called upon to help the
CBC Parks Department lay a couple of new paths.
The first is a continuation of the new stone path that
runs from the Community Bridge towards Aggs
field. The volunteers helped to scrape down to the
topsoil, lay turf and then set and peg a grid on top.
It is coming on well, with the grass beneath already
growing up through the grid, and will serve as a less
muddy entrance to the playing field.
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The second path was on the flood defence bund
behind the Leisure Centre. We did this working
with volunteers from Park Run together with the
Parks Department Team and the Flood Defence
team. Instead of turf this time, we barrowed up a
layer of topsoil, followed by the grid, seeding and
watering. It was an interesting learning experience
and an enjoyable collaboration with other groups.
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Green Flag and Heritage Inspection

The big event for this quarter was the Green Flag
and Heritage Inspection which took place on 13
May. Knowing it was coming, everyone worked
really hard to get the park looking great and Ubico
did a fantastic job of having everywhere spick and
span. The day was a bit showery and at one point
we had to dive for cover into our shed; thank
goodness I had done a major tidy up in there the
day before!

The sensory beds and the rockeries were looking
very colourful for their visit and the amazing trees
in the park were at their most beautiful.

The missing section on the bandstand was repaired
the day before the judging, and the trolley was
fished out of the residuum by Albert Road Gates.
There is nothing like an inspection to make things
happen.

We await their report with interest (and crossed
fingers!)



Albert Road Gates

At the Albert Road Gates, we had a fun session
cementing in Cotswold stone edging to the beds, so
they are all ready for the planting. The plants were
supposed to arrive for planting on our second
session in May but sadly this has been postponed by
the Parks Department. Fingers crossed it will
happen sometime in June — which of course will
mean a lot of watering will need to be done.

Fallen Tree to Future Bench

On 15 May, the poor old pencil cedar (really a
juniper) which came down near the Pump Room
was chopped up ready for removal. Chris Chevasse
(Senior Trees Officer) wrote:

T hope to make a bench out of the trunk - it should
be fragrant and have a lovely grain. However, the
main bench-carver’s wife is soon to have a baby (if
not already!) so there may be a short delay before
the trunk turns into a bench!’

The wood is the most amazing pink inside and, as
Chris says, is very fragrant.
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Farewell to Chris and Jill

Dear Chris Archibald, former GSV Coordinator,
and his wife Jill confirmed their moving date for the
end of May. The volunteers and the Parks
Department came together at Central Cross Café for
our farewells. They will be sorely missed and Chris
has been so helpful to me during the steep learning
curve of stepping into some rather big shoes!
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If you would like to join our merry throng of
volunteers, we meet for two hours on the first and
third Thursdays of the month at 9.15am by the
aviaries above the playground, by our shed. Just
come along or for further information, email
Barbara on volunteer@friendsofpittville.org.uk.

Barbara Leigh

Wellington Square guided
trees walk
Monday 15 June, 4.30-6pm

Cheltenham’s Senior Trees Officer, Chris
Chavasse, will be leading a walk in Wellington
Square to discuss the trees and plantings. The
walk is open to FoP and nearby residents and is
free of charge. Numbers are limited, so if you wish
to join email barbara@theleighs.info and quote
Wellington Square Tree Walk in the title of your
email.
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Brass bands return to
Pittville Park!

This summer sees the welcome return of brass
bands to the Pittville Park Bandstand. Of course,
anyone who has seen the Pittville bandstand will
know that it’s not really big enough for a full brass
band, so the musicians will also occupy the grass
area around the bandstand. We hope lots of people
will come and bring picnics and hear them play.
The timing of the sessions should fit in well with a
lunchtime picnic. And even if there’s a little rain,
the bands will still play but move to the covered
area in front of the Pump Room.

Concerts are on Sundays and begin at 1.00pm.
Please save the dates below:

21June Metz Big Band
19 July  Wotton Silver Band

2 August Gloucester Excelsior Band
16 August Gloucestershire Police Band

The events are supported by CBC, Friends of
Pittville and The Cheltenham Trust.

The history of the Pitville Park Bandstand

The current bandstand in Pittville was not the first
to be built in the park. When the Pump Room was
opened in 1830, there was no bandstand. The first
appearance of a bandstand of any kind in the park
was a temporary one, erected in 1895 in the Marle
Hill area, and this was later moved to what was
known as the Agg-Gardner Recreation Ground, the
site of the current changing pavilion and football
pitches on the west side. It remained a temporary
installation until about 1900.

Copyright The Francis Frith Collection. The Pump
Room 1901 showing the original position of the
Bandstand.

The existing bandstand was originally placed at
the centre of the Pump Room, at the head of a path
from the lake that at that time divided the lawn in
front of the Pump Room. It was decided in 1901 to
move it to its current position because the path
was grassed over and many thought the bandstand

detracted from the views of and from the Pump
Room.

In 1900 a rectangular bandstand was constructed
on the other side of Evesham Road near the
boating lake. It didn’t last too many years, as it was
apparently a target for vandalism and fell into
disrepair. I must say, though, it would be a lovely
spot to have a bandstand, somewhere in the
vicinity of the boathouse!

So our current bandstand lives on, repaired and
renewed by Cheltenham RAF Association in 1995,
and then again by CBC most recently in 2021. Our
challenge now is to use it. It may have been
designed with smaller bands in mind, but come
along and support the big bands that will play on
and around it this summer.

Much of the information above is taken from an
excellent article by Mick Kippin which can be
found here.

Andy Hopkins

Annual Summer Party
Saturday 25 July 2025: 5.30-8.30pm
53 Pittville Lawn, Cheltenham GL52
Tickets £22 pp

An Afternoon of Pimm’s, Poetry and Prose, our
thanks go to FoP members Julian and Oggy who
have kindly renewed their hospitality for this
year’s fundraiser. Featuring talks from former
journalist, Oggy Boytchev, and local poet,
Stephen Selby, along with live music, and
refreshments including Pimm’s and afternoon
tea-style treats, click here to book your ticket.

Game on in Pittville Park!

You may have noticed an exciting new feature on
the west side of Pittville Park. We welcome the
arrival of this new facility near Agg's Field.

This table tennis table was a kind donation from
Montpellier Legal to Cheltenham Borough Council


https://gloshistory.org.uk/sites/reprints/gh200411.pdf
https://friendsofpittville.org.uk/event/summer-garden-party/

for the benefit of Pittville's residents and visitors.
You bring the bats and balls, and the table is at your
disposal. It is a great addition to the park's range of
recreational options.

Barbara Leigh

Thursday Coffee Mornings

New location: Pump Room Café, Pittville
Park

Thursday 25 June, 10.00-12.00 noon

We have been very grateful for the use of the
School House Café for many months, but the
Pump Room Café will be reopening in time for
our June gathering.

As always, members and their guests are
welcome to drop in and say hello at any time
before this regular gathering wraps up at noon.
Why not bring your neighbours and friends to
try it out?

An evening of art and music in
Wellington Square

On 18 April, we were delighted to be hosted by
Jenny Ogle at her beautiful home in Wellington

Square for a wonderful Spring Soirée. Guests had
the opportunity to enjoy two floors of her
remarkable art collection, including fascinating fine
art, sculpture and designer furniture. We were also
treated to beautiful live music from young local
musicians Dalia on the flute and Manon on the
harp, and the evening raised £970 towards future
FoP projects.

We were also fortunate to welcome local historian
Steve Blake, who gave a fascinating talk on the
history of Clarence and Wellington Square. For
those unable to attend, I have summarised some of
the highlights of his talk below.

A Tale of Two Terraces:
Clarence Square West and
Wellington Square West

Clarence Square and Wellington Square were built
during the town’s rapid expansion in the nineteenth
century. Both squares formed part of John Forbes’
original plan for the Pittville Estate. Clarence
Square was named after the Duke of Clarence (later
King William 1IV), while Wellington Square
honoured the Duke of Wellington, who visited
Cheltenham several times in the early 19th century.
Development began earlier in Wellington Square,
where four houses were built on the north side in
1826—27. In Clarence Square, construction began
slightly later, in 1832—33.

By 1840, Clarence Square was largely complete,
apart from a few houses on the south side and the
entirely undeveloped west side. Around March
1840, a Prestbury carpenter, Nathaniel Walford,
agreed to purchase the whole of the west side from
Joseph Pitt for £1,100. At the 1841 census, all ten
houses in the planned terrace were under
construction, and were completed by 1844.
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Evidence from title deeds suggests that Walford
built three houses himself (now Nos. 20, 22, and
23) and sold the remaining plots to seven other
builders. These builders were responsible for
financing and completing their own houses,
however, the process was fraught with difficulties:
in at least five cases, builders failed to complete
their houses, and unfinished structures were sold



on or repossessed by lenders.

Little is known about Walford himself. A carpenter
and speculative builder, in 1841 he was living in
Prestbury with his wife Harriet and six children. He
had previously undertaken work elsewhere in
Pittville, including building a house in Segrave
Place and developing Leamington House on
Prestbury Road. His career, however, was marked
by financial difficulties and in 1836 he became an
insolvent debtor and spent time in Gloucester Jail,
although he later recovered sufficiently to continue
building.

Architecturally, Clarence Square West is notable for
its Tudor Gothic style, which contrasts with the
classical design of the rest of the square. The
identity of its designer is uncertain. One possibility
is Henry Spering Merrett, briefly employed as
Pittville’s architect between 1835 and 1837.
Surviving records show he worked on a design for
the west side of Clarence Square, however, since the
terrace itself appears to have been completed
several years later, uncertainty remains over
whether his plans were ever used. Merrett later left
Cheltenham, and little is known of his architectural
career thereafter.

Among the builders was William Williams, a timber
merchant who constructed No. 29. He provides the
key link between Clarence Square West and
Wellington Square West. In 1845, three years after
Joseph Pitt’s death, Williams purchased the entire
west side of Wellington Square for £710.

The development of Wellington Square West
followed a different timeline. Only Nos. 1-5
(originally called Eton Place) existed by the 1851
census, with the remaining houses built between
1856 and 1861. As in Clarence Square, Williams
built one house himself (No. 5) and sold the other
plots. Several of the later houses were constructed
by his sons, James and Elisha.

Turning to No. 1 Wellington Square, in May 1849,
Captain John Grattan Guinness, son of Arthur
Guinness, founder of the Dublin brewery, agreed to
buy the plot from Williams for £148.

Captain Guinness was born in 1783, a. He had
served in the East India Company’s Madras Service,
later becoming a sales agent for his father in
Liverpool. Widowed in 1826, he remarried in 1829

and eventually settled in Cheltenham by the mid-
1840s. He likely commissioned the house soon after
arriving and seems to have been living there by
1847. However, his occupation was brief: he died in
March 1850, aged 67.

Remarkably, the Guinness family retained
ownership of the house for another seventy-four
years. Following his wife’s death, it was duly put up
for auction by the surviving trustee of his will, Dr
Arthur Grattan Guinness, his eldest son by his first
marriage — who although he never appears to have
lived in the house, did practice as a doctor in
Cheltenham between around 1868 and 1871.

The auction sale took place in June 1872, the
purchaser, for £990, being one of Arthur’s half-
brothers, the Revd Robert Wyndham Guinness,
who was curate at St Mary’s church between 1864
and 1867 and who had in fact lived at 1 Wellington
Square with his mother for some years before
moving to London in 1868. It was his son, the Revd
Percy Wyndham Guinness, who inherited the house
and eventually sold it to a College Bursar named
Bertie Greening in 1924, the purchase price being
just £650, several hundred pounds less than it had
sold for back in 1872, an indication perhaps of the
depressed state of Cheltenham’s housing market in
the early 20th century. He in turn sold the house for
£825to a Mrs Emlyn in 1940 and her executors sold
it to a Captain Evans for £2,225 nine years later —
an indication of how house prices in the town had
by then begun their inexorable mid-20th century
rise!

Between 1868 and 1924, the house was occupied by
a succession of tenants, including military officers,
a draper who later became mayor, a widow, and a
solicitor. These occupants illustrate the varied
social character of Cheltenham during this period.

Much remains to be discovered about both terraces
and their residents. One mystery, however,
persists: the identity of the architect behind the
distinctive Tudor Gothic design of these buildings.
Whether it was Merrett, Williams, or someone else
entirely, the answer remains unknown—and the
question continues to intrigue historians today.

This history was researched and shared by local
historian Dr Steven Blake. Click here to read a
digital copy of his book Pittville 1824-1860: A Scene
of Gorgeous Magnificence.
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