
 

 

        
 
Trustees’ Annual Report for the period 1 October 2024 to 30 September 2025 
 
Charity Name: Friends of Pittville 
 
Registered Charity Number: 1146790 
 
Charity’s principal address: 15 Pittville Crescent Lane, Cheltenham GL52 2RA 
 
Names of Trustees:
 
David Kay  
Sacha K 
Sarah de Buriatte

 
Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

John Holloway 
 
Chris Archibald 
Andy Hopkins 
Janina Kay 
Louise Allerton  

Vice-Chairman 
 
Green Space Volunteer Coordinator 
Newsletter Editor, Facebook Editor 
Membership Secretary 
Website  

 
Joc Potter - Minutes Secretary (but not a trustee) 
 
The charity is an association with a constitution. The trustees are elected by the membership. 
Further details about the charity can be found at www.friendsofpittville.org.uk 
 
In summary, the aims of the charity are to promote the use, preservation, improvement and 
conservation of the environment, facilities and heritage of Pittville Park and the open spaces 
of the historic Pittville Estate for public benefit. 
 
The charity’s main activities are: 
 

• Working parties in the Park and other green spaces, on tasks agreed with Cheltenham 
Borough Council’s community park rangers 

• Disseminating information and learning material about Pittville and its open spaces on 
websites, quarterly newsletters, emails and noticeboards and through occasional public 
events and other events 

• Researching and publishing information about Pittville’s past 

• Organising a range of events for members and raising funds to support the charity’s 
activities 

• Undertaking major projects to enhance Pittville’s environment. 

• Funding for the charity’s activities come from members ’subscriptions and donations, 
fundraising events, and, for major projects, from fundraising campaigns and grant 
applications. 

 
 
 
 
 
Membership - at the start of the year 2025-2026, membership renewal numbers are currently 
standing at 260 at the time of the report, with further memberships and renewals expected 



 

 

over the next month or so. It is expected membership will be somewhere in the 300’s. The 
process introduced on the website last year, as a point to join and renew memberships is 
slowly bedding in, and will remain under review to see if improvements can be made to make 
it easier for existing and prospective members to join or renew via the website. However, the 
traditional methods of standing orders or cheques still remain for those members who prefer 
to renew or join in this way. We hope to encourage more people who use the park, but do not 
necessarily live in the Pittville area, to become members. 
 
The monthly drop-ins remain well attended, and these have relocated permanently to the 
School House Café in St Pauls, following the closure of the Pittville Pump Room Heritage 
café.  
 
The Newsletter is an important part of our recruitment process and continues to be produced 
4 times a year. Three are e-mailed to all members, and the hard copy September edition, 
which is more widely circulated, is a very effective recruitment tool, and consideration is being 
given to widening the distribution area.  
 
Volunteers are the backbone of Friends of Pittville. The Green Space Volunteers have had 
yet another good year. The Newsletter Delivery Teams are key to the increased distribution 
plans mentioned above. The Events teams have raised significant funds during the year, and 
the Pittville History Works researchers have continued with their award winning Website. 
 
Major Achievements this year are: 
 

• Green Space Volunteers have carried out the maintenance and made progress on projects 
to improve the park. The Green Flag and GHSA judges have previously commented that 
they like to see horticultural features in the park which in Pittville Park are looked after by 
the GSV’s. Bed 38 is maturing well with a small amount of extra planting this year. Further 
works to the east end of the rockery have been completed by the GSV’s together with 
planting of plants mainly supplied by CBC but with some contributed by volunteers. 
Maintenance of the west end of the rockery is continuing. Our GSV’s, who regularly look 
after the gates at the end of Pittville Lawn, keep the garden and photinia hedge looking very 
attractive. The average number of volunteers at each working party has stayed the same as 
last year with an average of 20. We have had a small number of volunteers leave over the 
year for various reasons but have had good interest from people wanting to join some of 
whom are now regulars. However, we are always looking to welcome new volunteers. The 
number of volunteers who go down to the Central Cross cafe for a coffee and a chat after a 
working party has grown. We have again occasionally been joined by teams of volunteers 
from local firms which helps with the bigger clearing jobs. 

 

• Green Flag Award and Green Heritage Site Accreditation - This was retained again this 
year, with judging by a ‘mystery visitor’ to assess for the Award and Accreditation. Next year 
will see the full judging again, and we will continue to work closely with the CBC Green 
Space Team on trying to retain these prestigious awards.   

                                                 

• Pumproom Interpretation Board – 2025 sees the bi-centenary of the laying of the 
foundation stone of the Pittville Pump Room. Friends of Pittville are marking that important 
milestone with the creation of an interpretation board to be sited in front of the Pump Room. 
The board is currently in the process of manufacture and will be in place before the end of 
the year. 

 
 

• Sensory garden – Following stripping of the beds and preparation, the GSV’s planted the 
beds and installed the ‘Bug Hotel’. Works to the seating were carried out, together with 
signage. Following an ideas competition and selection process, a local artist, Natasha 



 

 

Housego, was appointed to carry out a large sculpture adjacent to the sensory beds to 
complement and complete the project to convert the six brick planters near the aviaries into 
a sensory garden. Many people enjoyed watching her work in-situ on the sculpture, 
watching it progress in real-time. This project was completed during the year, with the 
sensory garden officially opened by the Mayor on the 30th September 

 

• Volunteer’s hut - During the year FOP completed the erection and fitting out of the hut with 
racking for the tools. This has made things easier and more efficient for the GSV’s in 
carrying out their work, and for the CBC rangers. 
 

• Technology and Communications – The streamlining of the organisations’ management 
of our electronic/online administrative activities have continued. Blueline Media have worked 
with us to support us as we have developed the delivery of a communication strategy for: 
achieving our aims; keeping our membership informed, involved and growing; promoting our 
successes; organising and advertising our fundraising or educational events; and consulting 
on future ideas - all this in an efficient, cost-effective and future-proof manner. The 
development of the monthly email notice to members has been well received, and is 
becoming the main method of communication with members, to keep them up to date on the 
organisations activities, upcoming events and those of partner organisations.  

 

• Website Development – During the year, Lousie Allerton, who joined the organisation as a 
trustee at last year’s AGM, has worked tirelessly on the complete re-building of the website 
to update it, integrate the payment system for membership and make it suitable for the 
future of the organisation. All the trustees thank her for her efforts, which are greatly 
appreciated 

 

• This year’s Fundraising to support the Park Master Plan and our other projects and 
improvements in the Park was improved by the reintroduction of car parking in the 
Albermarle Gate car park during the Cheltenham Festival. Our volunteers manned the car 
park, resulting in a very useful £3,375 being raised. The February 2025 Quiz Night, which is 
always a fun way to raise funds, made £552 from ticket sales and raffle tickets.  
 

• The FoP Plant Sale in May raised £733, our thanks go to the local nurseries, the 
Cheltenham Horticultural Society and the FoP volunteers and members who supported our 
stand and manned the plant stalls. We are also grateful to the Scouts for once again letting 
us use their hut. 

 

• In August, two members, Julian & Oggy, hosted a Summer Garden Party. Steve Blake 
gave a talk on the Sorry Tale of Pittville Parade, close up magic was provided by Ian Gray 
and two local musicians played live music. Julian and Oggy donated the wine, and the event 
raised a much needed £760.  

 

• The Duck Feeder continues to be a good source of funds. Our thanks go to the volunteers 
who make up the support teams for their endeavors, which led to a profit of £420 

 

• The Cheltenham Lottery provides us with a contribution whenever a member buys a ticket 
(so please continue to do so) and increasing the participation is an opportunity we should 
not miss. The income from this source this year was £896.   
 

• The Pittville History Group lost its Chairman and Secretary in January 2023, when they 
decided to leave Cheltenham. The remaining members have determined that the data 
collection should be retained, and that the award-winning website 



 

 

(www.http://pittvillehistory.org.uk)  should continue to be supported. They would continue 
to respond to queries while they decided on a way forward.  

 
The 2024 AGM was held on 11th November 2024 in St Pauls Church by kind permission of 
Roger Widdecombe and his team. Sally Thomas, Phillipa Howell and Henry Williams stepped 
down as Trustees. Louise Allerton was voted-in as a Trustee.  
 
Two prospective trustees have been working with the committee during 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Trustees declare that they approve the trustees report above 
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees: 
 
 
 
 
   ………..……………  … ………………… 
 
(Signed on the Original) 
 
 
Name   David Kay   Sacha K 
 
Position  Chairman   Secretary  
  
Date   27th October 2025  27th October 2025 
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