
 
 

Friends of Pittville Trustee Meeting 

22 July 2026 at 17.30pm in the Airs and Graces 
 
Present: 
Trustees John Holloway (JH, Chair), Louise Allerton (LA), Nichola Finan (NF), Andy Hopkins 
(AH), Barbara Leigh (BL), Joc Potter (JP), Geoffrey Rowe (GR) 
Potential trustee Vicki Kirkpatrick 
Local councillor Cecily Henderson (from item 5) 
Minutes Joc Potter  
 
1 Welcome and apologies  
JH thanked everyone for their work since the last meeting, and the Green Space Volunteers 
(GSVs) on their contribution towards the retention of the park’s Green Flag Award. 
Apologies: Sarah de Buriatte (SdeB) 
 
2 Minutes of the last meeting  
These were passed as a true record, with one amendment to item 10.10; Oggy is donating 
£3 of every £10 made from his book sales at FoP events. 
  
3 Finance and Budget Update  
These were circulated by SdeB before the meeting. Membership has increased slightly. JH 
highlighted that receipts are needed for bank transfer membership payments and will 
contact Ben at Blueline. NF agreed to try and help SdeB with issues concerning Google 
Sheets; S de B should send her a link to the sheets. SdeB will help NF with membership 
renewals.  
Action: SdeB, JH and NF 
  
4 Regular activities 
4.1 GSV update BL reported that: there have been complaints about campers and drug use 
on Agg’s Field; Lucy Wise seems to have been promoted within the Green Spaces team, and 
is suggesting more frequent walk-throughs of the park at different times of the year; the 
path leading up to the east of the Pump Room is looking messy, since there is a conflict 
between the ‘soft edging policy’ and looking appropriate; volunteer numbers have 
increased, to 22 – 25 each session; hopefully, the GSV’s next project will be beside the 
Evesham Road entrance; the residuum board will be delivered shortly; she has prepared a 
safeguarding policy based on Wayne’s suggested example (to be sent to AH – see 10.8 
below); two plants have been stolen from the new planting at the Albert Road gate, and she 
will prepare a notice to discourage other thefts. 
JH agreed that autumn planting of spring bulbs can be subsidised in a small area.  
It was agreed that anti-social behaviour should be noted and reported, not dealt with by 
FoP. Using contacts sent to her by BL, LA will prepare a page for the website recommending 
public responses to such behaviour, and QR signs in the park (which, as AH reminded the 
meeting, should be cleared with CBC) will link to that page.  



It was agreed there should be three signs acknowledging FoP’s work on the rockeries – one 
at each end, and one on the special bed. AH recommended a sans serif script.  
JH said that the Parks Department commended the work done by the GSVs. 
Action: BL, LA 
4.2 Drop-ins NF reported that few people have been attending. When the Pump Room café 
is available (and JH has asked Andrew Auster to check the situation for the next gathering), 
numbers are likely to increase again. BL stressed the need for participants to move around 
and talk to different people.  
 
5 Projects 
5.1 Residuum Board (See 4.1 above.) 
5.2.1 Green plaque BL reported that she would like to pursue this. GR and LA, with support 
from BL, will investigate funding and propose an event to trustees. VK suggested that 
matched funding might be available from her company. JH suggested a book signing by the 
biographer of Emily de Voy. LA suggested a tethered balloon. Funding to underwrite the 
plaque costs if no other source is found was approved as per previous quote. 
Action: GR, LA, BL 
5.2.2 Meeting with The Cheltenham Trust AH will organise a meeting between AH, JH and 
BL and James Baker, Director of Operations, to discuss future collaboration on events and a 
date for the AGM.  
Action: AH (and JH, BL) 
5.3 Fitness trail £2,000 is available (a £1,000 grant from CBC and matched funding from FoP) 
to help people use the two pieces of equipment currently in place. JH will solicit suggestions 
for content for boards from a fitness contact, and suggested (as per the forthcoming survey) 
that more equipment could be added later. He emphasised that projects should in future be 
project- rather than funding-led, and noted that Erin O’Brien-Hodges, a potential volunteer, 
and Anne Evans, from Friends of Sandford Park, might help in pulling together a database of 
funding sources.  
Action: JH 
5.4 Five-year plan survey The draft was circulated by NF before the meeting. Various 
suggestions for beautifying the underpass were mentioned, including painting it white and 
brightening it with coloured lights (LA) and asking school or college students to paint new 
artwork on it each term (VK).  
In order to include a green space proposal in the survey, BL suggested putting in steps 
allowing access to the park from the estate by the Honeybourne line (as others noted, 
requiring permissions from the railway company and CBC, and after consultation with 
residents of the estate and the Wheelers). BL will draw a map for the survey. She will also 
add a proposal for two areas to be planted for pollinators.  
Following discussion of the state of the railings around the park, and the need for expert 
refurbishment and/or stripping and painting, JH will talk to the properties department of 
CBC, mentioning that FoP could help with fundraising. A quote for the work from a 
respected company could feed into the discussion.  
In response to a question from AH, Cecily said she would find out if he is correct in thinking 
that there is specific funding for projects in central Cheltenham, which doesn’t have parish 
council funding. 
Action: BL, JH and NF 
 



6 Planned events 
6.1 Garden party, 25 July 40 tickets have been sold, with ten still available.  
6.2 Bandstand concerts, 21 June, 19 July, 2 August, 16 August JH congratulated AH on the 
success of the concerts so far, which have been greatly enjoyed. AH reported that he has 
met people from the Friends of Montpellier Bandstand and Gardens (FOMBAG), and they 
have agreed to meet again at the end of the season. AH will also explore organising 
Christmas carol concerts, from different choirs, or a brass band (LA), preferably inside the 
Pump Room. VK said that her company has a choir. GR noted that regularly spaced events 
are easier for people to remember. 
Action: AH and VK 
6.3 AGM and FoP birthday celebration A date in late October/early November is needed. LA 
suggested separating the AGM from a party. VK, NF, JH, SdeB, Susan Rowe and Sally Thomas 
will organise the party, possibly including music (and the wine left over from the tombola). 
Action: VK, NF, JH, SdeB, Susan Rowe and Sally Thomas 
6.4 Race week parking Since the racecourse will be providing free parking on two of the 
three days of the November meet, JH suggested that it wasn’t worth FoP running a car park. 
GR will organise parking for the March event (16-19 March 2027), selling tickets from six 
months before that. Liz Coe will kindly add a link for bookings to her accommodation site. 
SdeB has requested differentiation between the fee for parking and for joint membership 
(both £20 last year) to simplify drawing up the accounts. 
Action: GR and JH 
 
7.0 Website developments and issues 
LA will update the website following notes provided by JP, and check the council links. 
Action: LA 
 
8 Newsletter  
The September newsletter will be printed, and include a membership form. LA, AH and NF 
will meet in August to discuss procedures for printing and distribution. 
Action: LA, AH and NF 
 
9 Membership report 
This was circulated by NF before the meeting, and was agreed to be a very useful summary 
of trends. She is working on automated rolling renewals.  
Action: NF  
 
10 AOB 
10.1 Orienteering leaflet BL will refresh and post the map. 
Action: BL 
10.2 Passwords Trustees were asked to send any passwords to JH, who will create a secure 
list in the Cloud. 
Action: All 
10.3 Noticeboard on wall of disabled toilet Adam Reynolds has agreed to this. It should 
have a similar design to circular ones in the park, and needs to be approved by him. 
Action: JH and BL 
10.4 Possible new access to the park (See 5.4 above.) 
10.5 Pittville History Works JP reported that Cheltenham Local History Society are 



considering the migration of the PHW database to their site. 
10.6 Park signs with council/police phone numbers CBC confirmed to JP that the faded 
Parkwatch signs are obsolete, and that they would remove them. However, BL and Bruce 
have already removed them. 
10.7 CBC pledge update This confidential document was circulated before the meeting. The 
issue of whether CBC or FoP need employer’s insurance cover for volunteers needs 
clarifying. SdeB will liaise with VK. It was approved by the meeting that we sign this revised 
pledge.  
Action: SdeB, VK and JH. 
10.8 Review of policies AH will research basic public policies used by other charities and 
identify gaps in FoP’s policies (which already include safeguarding). He will liaise with VK on 
writing simple, basic policies on inclusion, diversity etc.  
Action: AH and VK 
10.9 Reassessment of insurance cover (See 10.7 above.)  
10.10 Old leaflets It was agreed that BL should dispose of the ones she is currently storing. 
10.11 Vicki Kirkpatrick VK was coopted as a trustee, subject to confirmation at the AGM. 
 
11 Next meeting  
Wednesday 7 October 2026 at 17.30 at the Airs and Graces. The AGM date is still to be 
agreed.  
 
The meeting closed at 7.40pm 
 
 
 
 
 


